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INTRODUCTION 
The 3rd annual Cactus to Cloud Trail Run will be held on Saturday May 12, 2018                
from 6am to 6pm.  

Cactus to Cloud Trail Run is a point-to-point trail running race, on foot. The 50k               
course will begin at Oliver Lee State Park and end in the town of Cloudcroft, NM. The                 
route is approximately 32 miles long. The 10 mile course will also begin at Oliver               
Lee State Park but, it will end at Sunspot. (There will be a shuttle at 10am and again                  
at 1:00pm to transport the 10 mile racers back into Cloudcroft.) 

This manual will provide you with important information regarding the route,           
course maps, directions, and race day details. If you have any questions, feel free to               
email or call at the numbers provided below. Please review this manual thoroughly. 

ORGANIZATION 

The original race directors, Dan Carter and Christopher Benoit, (who are still            
involved) have many years of trail running/racing experience. Dan has co-directed           
the Sierra Vista Trail Runs in Las Cruces, NM for five years. Chris has years of                
management and organizational experience. The new race directors, Cindy and          
Matt Preslar, have put on Run Through the Clouds 10k and Trails & Rails 8 mile race                 
for the last 4 years. They reside in Cloudcroft. The race directors will be working               
with local organizations and individuals to organize the Cactus to Cloud Trail Run.             
Participants will pay a registration fee to cover costs from permits, insurance, shirts,             
aid station supplies, food, shuttles, and awards. 

Logistics 

We estimate approximately 170 runners will attend and we will cap the event at a               
maximum of 200 participants. We expect approximately 50 volunteers at aid           
stations and along the course. Some spectators may also be present but the number              
will be low. This number can also be altered based on permitting. 

Medical and rescue needs will be arranged with local organizations. Details are            
included in the Emergency Plan section below. 

The Race Directors have submitted permit applications with the US Forest Service,            
the Town of Cloudcroft, and Oliver Lee State Park. USA Track and Field have              
provided insurance for the event. 

Shuttle 

The Race will have a shuttle from the race finish, Cloudcroft, to the start, Oliver Lee                
State Park, on the morning of the race. The shuttle will leave from Cloudcroft              
Elementary/Middle School (brown brick building across from finish) on Highway 82           
in Cloudcroft at 4:30 AM on the morning of May 12, 2018. All racers will be                
expected to ride the shuttle down. You will not be allowed to leave your car at Oliver                 
Lee State park - it may possibly be towed.  

50k finishers, you will be able to finish with your vehicle in Cloudcroft and without               



the worry of finding another ride down the mountain. 10 miler finishers, there will              
be a shuttle from your finish at Sunspot back to Cloudcroft. The first shuttle will               
leave at 10am and the then again at 1:00pm. 

If you plan to drive to Oliver Lee State Park, please organize your own shuttle               
and/or carpool. NO vehicle will be allowed to stay at the group site at the state park                 
after the race begins. All vehicles must be moved after the start due to another event                
taking place at the park. 

Lodging 

There are lodging and camping accommodations in Cloudcroft and the adjacent           
National Forest.  

Cloudcroft has hotels and cabins for rent and is close to the shuttle pick up and                
finish line. Alamogordo also has many hotel options.  
 
Campgrounds are available at Oliver Lee State Park. There is a fee for camping in the                
Park. Campsites are available on a first come, first serve basis. Dispersed camping             
and campgrounds on public land are available near Cloudcroft. Contact the USFS for             
more details. 
 
SPONSORS AND VOLUNTEERS 
 
We are seeking sponsors, partnerships and volunteers for this event. These will help             
cover event costs, food and awards. It will also help with aid stations, traffic and the                
post race event. Currently, we have support from Hammer Nutrition, High Altitude            
in Cloudcroft, Cloudcroft Runners, Cloudcroft Boy Scout Troop, Cloudcroft High          
School Culinary Arts, Preslar’s Dirtworks, Sacramento Ham Radio Club and many           
generous volunteers. 
 
RACE SCHEDULE 
 
Friday, May 11, 2018 

5:00 -7:00PM: Packet Pickup at the Pavilion in Zenith Park - next to the tennis courts                
on Highway 82, Cloudcroft, NM (this is also the finish area). 
 
Race Day! Saturday, May 12, 2018 
4:30AM: Cloudcroft Middle/Elementary School Cloudcroft, NM –Shuttle leaves to         
Oliver Lee State Park  
5-5:45AM: Final Packet Pickup, runner check-in  
 
6:00 am sharp! (we hope) - Race start race begins at Oliver Lee State Park group                
shelter area 
 
12PM until food runs out: Post race food and celebration served at the finish line in                
Cloudcroft, NM - the Pavilion next to the tennis courts at Zenith Park. Provided by               



Cloudcroft Schools Culinary Arts Department 
12PM:  Time cut-off for the Sunspot Aid Station. Aid Station #2 
2:30 PM: Time cut-off at Alamo Peak  Aid Station, Aid Station #4 
4:30 PM:  Time cut-off at Forest Service Road 636, Aid station #5 
6PM: Time cut-off at all spots of the race. All runners out on the course will not be                  
permitted to continue beyond the next aid station. 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The run begins at Oliver Lee State Park, south of Alamogordo, NM. It will then follow                
Dog Canyon trail to FS Rd 90B. From there, it will head up the Road Canyon trail to                  
Sunspot Observatory Visitors Center. This is the end for the 10mile course!! From             
that point, the 50k the course will veer north following roads around the Sunspot              
Observatory and visitors center to the Rim Trail trailhead (T105). The race then             
follows the Rim Trail towards Cloudcroft. About four miles outside of the village,             
after passing through the tunnel under the highway near the first Rim Trail Parking              
Area, runners will follow the Connector trail and roads (Corona Ave., Curlew Pl.,             
Sunset Blvd, Chipmunk Ave., 4th St. and walking trail) to Zenith Park in Cloudcroft.              
The route is mostly single-track trail, some dirt forest service roads and some city              
paved and gravel roads. 
 
Flagging 

The routes will be well-flagged with bright colored flagging, pin flags, rock cairns,             
USFS trail markers, flour, chalk, spray paint on paved roads, arrows and signs. Race              
directors will mark the course the week prior to the event. Race directors will also               
place notice signs at trailheads to notify other users of the event. Flagging and signs               
will be taken down within one week after the event. Please familiarize yourself with              
the course map and pay attention to the trail and markings. Course marshals will be               
located at strategic intersections to direct runners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Elevation Profiles 
 
The route has close to 9,000 feet of elevation gain! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Maps of route: 
 
An interactive map can be viewed on the race website: cactustocloud.wordpress.com 
 
Overview Map 
 

 
 
*The route follows the green line.  



Detailed Section Maps 
 
 
Start to Mile 5 aid 

 
 
 
 
 
Mile 5 aid to Mile 10 aid 

 
 



Mile 10 aid to Mile 15 aid 

 
 



 
 
Mile 15 aid to Mile 19 aid 

 
 
 



 
 
Mile 19 aid to Mile 24 aid 

 
 
 



 
 
Mile 24 aid to Finish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Directions to Start and Finish 
 
Start, Oliver Lee State Park 
 
From Alamogordo, NM, head south on Highway 54W. After approximately 9 miles,            
turn left (east) on Dog Canyon Road. The park is approximately 4 miles up this road. 
 
Finish/packet pickup/shuttle, Cloudcroft, NM  
 
The finish is located at the Pavilion in Zenith Park on Highway 82 in Cloudcroft.               
Packet Pick up is also at this location on Friday, May 11 from 5:00 - 7:00pm. 
The Shuttle is located at the Cloudcroft Elementary/Middle School (large brown           
brick building - across from the finish) also on Highway 82 in Cloudcroft. 
Packet pickup will also be available at the start at Oliver Lee State Park from 5:00 -                 
5:45 am. 
 
All Runners must check in the morning of the race even if you             
pickup your packet Friday night!!! We like to start at 6:00am sharp - don’t              
be the reason we delay!!! Check in! 
 
AID STATIONS  
 
Aid Station Locations 
 
 Mile Name Location 

5.5 Joplin Ridge Dog Canyon trailhead and FS 
RD 90B 

10 Sunspot Sunspot Visitor’s Center 

15 Atkinson Field Rim trail and FS RD 640  

18.5 Alamo Peak  Alamo Peak RD/FS RD 64D and 
Rim trail 

24 FS RD 636 FS RD 636 and Rim trail, 

29 Second Entrance Rim Trail Second Entrance Rim Trail - 
Sunspot HWY pull off just 
before MM 1 

32 Finish Zenith Park in Cloudcroft 

 
Cupless Race 
 
In order to reduce waste and cost, the Cactus to Cloud Trail Run is a cupless race.                 
This means you have to carry your own vessel to fill up with water, HEED or soft                 
drinks at aid stations. This can be a bottle or hydration bladder or small cup. There                



are many options out there. The climb up the Dog Canyon trail is about 5 miles and                 
long and will very likely be  warm and long. Be prepared with plenty of fluids. 
 
Food and Drink 
Each aid station will have adequate food and drink for the runners. Drinks will              
consist of water and some kind of sports drink (i.e. Gatorade, Nuun, Heed). Food              
will consist of typical race food. This may include things such as PB&J, chips,              
pretzels, M&Ms, fruit, cookies, wraps, energy gels, granola bars, etc. If you prefer             
something specific to eat on you run then we suggest you pack it yourself.  
 
SUPPORT 
 
Crews 
 
Crews will be allowed at Sunspot (#2), Alamo Peak (#4) and 2nd entrance into rim               
trail (#6) aid stations. The other stations are along remote dirt roads with limited              
access and parking. Runners are responsible for their crews. Make sure your crew             
is not hindering the race, aid station operations or parking/traffic issues. Your crew             
will be asked to leave if they are getting in the way. Crews will be turned away from                  
aid stations that are not mentioned in this paragraph. 
 
Pacers are not allowed. 
 
Drop Bags 
 
Drop bags will be allowed at the Sunspot Observatory (mile 10). Please drop off 
your bags at packet pickup or on the morning of the race.  You can retrieve the bags 
at the finish after the race.  10 mile racers might want to leave a drop bag with 
dry/extra clothes to change into while waiting for the shuttle.  Please mark on 
your bag - 50k or 10 miler. 
 
AWARDS 
Awards will be awarded to the top five women and men and all finishers. The top                
three masters (50 and over) will also receive awards. Shirts are also included in              
registration fee. We will also have a King and Queen of the mountain award to the                
first man and woman who make it to Sunspot first (50k or 10k racers - whoever is                 
fastest!!) 
 
EMERGENCY PLAN 
 
Weather/Cancellation 
 
The race directors may have to make some tough calls during the event. The race               
directors can cancel, delay or re-schedule the Cactus to Cloud Trail Run if deemed              
necessary for any reason. The directors can remove anyone from the event if             



deemed necessary. 
 
Weather and conditions can be extremely variable in this part of the world. The              
route goes from the desert at around 4,000 feet where it will most likely be warm,                
up to 9,000 feet in the forest, where it will be much cooler with possible snow on the                  
trail. Southern New Mexico is notorious for strong spring winds. Sun exposure is             
always a concern in the desert. Cloudcroft has been known for late spring snows!!              
Check weather forecasts and be prepared for anything. 
 
Fires are always a concern this time of year in Southern New Mexico. If fire danger is                 
severe enough, the USFS may enforce restrictions or even close the forest and the              
event will have to be cancelled. These will be announced as soon as they are known. 
 
If the race is cancelled because of trail closure, Race Organizers will refund             
participants’ tickets up to 80% of the entry fee. 
 
Dropping 
 
We know you are all pretty damn tough if you’ve signed up for the Cactus to Cloud                 
Trail Run. However, bad days and accidents happen. So, if a runner needs to drop,               
they can do this at any of the aid stations. Notify an aid station volunteer and/or                
radio person that you are dropping. A ride will be arranged or you can coordinate               
your own. This may take a while and you might have to wait until the station is                 
closed down. The first aid station at the top of Dog Canyon is more remote and rides                 
may take the rest of the day to arrange. 
 
Cutoffs 
 
All runners must be off the course by 6PM. This is 12 hours for all runners. All                 
runners will be taken off the course if they do not meet these cutoffs.  
The cutoffs are: 
Sunspot: 12PM 
Alamo Peak: 2:30PM 
FS RD 636:  4:30PM 
Cloudcroft: 6PM 
 
Other Rules and Concerns 
 

- Hiking poles are allowed 
- Hikers/walkers are allowed as long as you make the cutoffs 
- Headphones are highly discouraged. This is a very technical route and           

sections are shared with hikers, mountain bikers, hikers, and horse riders.           
Wildlife (elk, bears, rattlesnakes) may be out. You will not be as alert to these               
hazards if you’re rockin’ out! The same can’t be said of our finish line – where                
we’ll be sure to have some booty-shakin’ music. 



 
 
 
Emergency Plan 
 
Race organizers will contact local EMS, Fire, Police and SAR, with details of the event               
so they can be on standby. This will provide them with time to be prepared to                
respond if necessity arises. These organizations and contact information are below. 
 
Local HAM radio organizations, including the Sacramento Mountains Radio Club,          
will provide communication through the race. Aid stations will also have cell phones             
for communication but service is limited along the route. The volunteers will track             
runners as they pass through each aid station. This will ensure that volunteers know              
where runners are on the course, their progress, expected arrival times and where             
to look in case they go missing. 
 
First aid and volunteers trained in first aid will be at all aid stations. Trained EMS                
personnel will be at some of the aid stations. Local EMS will be notified and on                
standby.  
 
Volunteers should check in with runners, especially if they appear altered. Please            
intervene if you feel a runner needs help and encourage them to rest, eat and drink,                
seek help or drop if need be. In the end, it is runners’ decision to continue or drop                  
but volunteers can be helpful and a voice of reason when someone is compromised. 
 
Participants can drop out of the race at any of the aid stations and rides will be                 
arranged. 
 
Participants are encouraged to read this race manual and prepare themselves           
appropriately before the event. This includes training, gear and anything else they            
may require. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aid Stations Volunteers 
 
Mile Name Location Station Captain and 

Organization 

5 Joplin Ridge Dog Canyon trailhead and FS 
RD 90B 

Cloudcroft Boy Scout troop 

10 Sunspot Visitor’s Center Katie Grabowski – Sunspot 
Community and Cloudcroft 
Runners 

15 Atkinson Field Rim trail and unnamed FS RD 
south of Atkinson Field 

Perky Garcia 

19 Alamo Peak Alamo Peak RD and Rim trail  

24 FS RD 636 FS RD 636 and Rim trail,  

29 2nd entrance Rim Trail Rim trail TH Cloudcroft Cross Country 

32 Finish Zenith Park Cloudcroft, NM Race Directors and others 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Emergency Contacts 
You carry a telephone during the race in case you get lost or need help with the                 
following numbers but, cell phone service is VERY limited - there will be Sacramento              
Mountain Ham Radio Club members at EVERY aid station: 
 
Race Directors: - (but we are also running in the race so…..) 

Cindy Preslar (575)430-7634 
Matt Preslar (575)430-7631 

 
United States Forest Service 

Principal Contact, Heather Berman: (575) 682-5320 
Ranger: TBD 
Fire: TBD 
 

Oliver Lee State Park: (575) 437-8284 
 
Sunspot Observatory: (575) 434-7000 
 
Sunspot Fire and EMS: (575) 434-7195 
 
Otero County Sheriff : (575) 437-2210 
 
Cloudcroft Police Department: (575) 682-2101 
 
James Canyon Volunteer Fire Department, Cloudcroft, NM: (575) 687-3960 
 
Cloudcroft Ambulance: (575) 682-3473 
 
Alamogordo Police Department: (575) 439-4300 
 
State Police Department: (575) 437-1313 
 
Otero County Fire Department : (575) 437-0071 
 
Emergency: 911 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Map of Oliver Lee State Park: 
 

 


